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January 2012 

“On The Threshold”  
 

Fortified with the rich spiritual food of the Christmas 
Event we stand on the threshold of a New Year. In 
many ways this New Year promises to be very differ-
ent from others we have celebrated. There will be 
many decisions for St. Matthew Church to make in 
this new year, some of which will be easy to make 
and some of which will be difficult. Through all of the 
decision making process we will have the advantage 
and insight of the Holy Spirit to guide and direct us. 
Just as the Wise Ones of old followed the star and 
found new meaning for their lives, we will follow the 
light of God’s Holy Spirit to discover the new meaning 
and purpose for this wonderful church God has 
planted in Wheaton, Illinois. To be sure, some of us 
will be distressed and challenged by some of the de-
cisions and directions accepted by the majority, oth-
ers will be excited and anxious to get going in new 
ministries God will display for us. All of us will need to 
be patient and loving with one another. It will never 
be possible for all to agree completely, but it is al-
ways possible to honor and respect each other de-
spite such disagreements. Trusting in God’s power 
and strength amongst us will be necessary and will 
sustain us as God’s people.  
 
Sometimes at weddings I give a short explanation of 
some of the meanings of the wedding rings ex-
changed. When the ring has diamonds in it I some-
times talk about how diamonds are considered 
among the most valuable of jewels but are made up 
of one of the most common and inexpensive of ele-
ments, carbon. It is only through great pressure and 
then polishing that the inner fire and beauty of the 
stone is revealed. I believe that the same analogy 
can be made about the church. It is usually assumed 
that churches are loving and gentle places without 
strife and discord. Those of us who are intimately 
involved in the inner workings of the church know 
that this just isn’t true.  

Like other institutions, marriage for example, the church 
sometimes has to endure pressures and be polished by the 
hand of God. St. Matthew United Church of Christ would not 
have endured through the many wonderful years of its history 
without being pressured, refined and polished. In all probabil-
ity during this next year there will be more of this process so 
that we who are part of God’s mission in Wheaton shine even 
more brightly with the light and love of Jesus Christ. We need 
to be steadfast in our respect for one another, faithful in living 
out the ministry of Christ, and hopeful that as we are polished 
more are brought to the presence of the one who calls us to 
love one another.  
 
A while ago someone challenged me as to where I would tell 
them to look for Jesus. They wanted to know if Jesus was 
found in the great and beautiful church structures built in His 
Name. I assured them that Jesus would be present in such 
places, but that Jesus would also be found looking for us 
amongst those who society and culture say are without value; 
amongst the outcast and ignored. If I look at the Gospel sto-
ries I find that it is to such places that Jesus takes his disci-
ples to have their faith refined and strengthened. He was fa-
miliar with the splendor of the Temple but was far more often 
found in the midst of the squalor of life. As we cross the 
threshold and enter the New Year before us, we pray that 
Jesus will lead us to love those who are all too often unloved; 
to care for those who are not respected and often vilified; and 
to celebrate in the splendor of a building built to honor him. It 
is my earnest hope that as Jesus challenges traditional and 
all too easily accepted attitudes that separate and divide we 
surrender to his pressure of love and allow ourselves to be 
polished to reflect only his love and joy. 
 
On a more personal note: Diane and I want to thank all of you 
for the love you have expressed in cards and comments. You 
are indeed a church filled with the capacity to love and the 
faith to sustain in times of trial. Thank you for your love and 
your faith. 
 
Pastor Tom   
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Bells play special Christmas Music. 
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Happy New Year ! ! ! 
 
We have made it through another year.  2011 was filled with joys as well as con-
cerns like any year.  And we look forward to the hope and promise of a new year, 
that it is better for all – not only individually, but for our families and extended fami-
lies, friends and of course our congregation. 
 
Thank you to all that joined us in presenting “Canticle of Joy” by Joseph Martin.  
We couldn’t have done it without your participation.  I am trying to do some minor 
editing on the recording that was made, and if successful, will be able to make 
copies available to those that are interested in obtaining one.  I will place a notice 
in the Happenings and bulletin shortly. 
 
January is a great time to come and join in with the choir or praise band, and for those much 
younger than I, the children’s choir.  We have a couple more contemporary services scheduled yet 
in 2012.  Wendee Passini will be working on a children’s musical to be presented this spring.  I don’t 
have all the details, but at this moment in the planning stages, it will incorporate more individuals 
that just those that sing in the Children’s Choir 
 
Praise Band and Sanctuary Choir rehearsals are on Wednesday evenings and we do rehearse sev-
eral weeks ahead in case you can’t make it each week.  Children’s choir rehearses when the chil-
dren leave the Sanctuary on Sunday morning.   For Bells, rehearsals are on Tuesday evenings.  
Due to the different skill levels required between the two bell groups, please check with Kim Cong-
don if interested.  Please come out and join us.  You will be warmly welcomed! 
 
 

St Matthew Music Ministry 
 

Your Music Ministry Staff & Rehearsal Schedule 
 

Children’s Choir – Wendee Passini – Sunday’s during Children’s Church 
 

HandBells – Kim Congdon – Tuesday Evening 
IntergeneRingers @ 6PM, Chancel Ringers @ 7:30 PM 

 
Praise Band – Brian Dobbelaere – Wednesday Evening 7 PM 

 
Sanctuary Choir – Jamie Craig - Wednesday Evening @ 8:00 PM 

 
 
Yours in Christ Through Song, 
 
 
Jamie Craig 
W: 630-437-7934 
H: 630-978-8515 
Lanni1@comcast.net  
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Sunday January 8, 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 CRAZIES KICKOFF! – Both middle and high school 
CRAZIES and their parents are invited to the 2012 CRAZIES kickoff. There will be food, 
games, and crafts. Come meet Mark, the new Youth Director, and his wife Elizabeth. Please 
bring an appetizer, drink, snack, or dessert and old magazines to cut up. We’ll see you there! 

The CRAZIE TIMES�

Feed My Starving Children 
 

 The 4th annual church trip to Feed My 
Starving children will be on Monday, January 
16, 2012. We will meet at the church to carpool 
at 1:45 , and arrive around our scheduled start 
time of 2:30. We will stay from 2:30-4:30, and 
then carpool back. This year, I am taking phone 
calls to reserve names. I have reserved 50 
spots, more than we have ever taken! My hope 
is that we are able to fill all fifty spots. Just a 
reminder, that we need adults AND children, 
but the children MUST be 3rd grade or older to 
come. No open-toed shoes please! You may ei-
ther call me at 1-(630)-665-7577 to reserve 
names, or put the names on the board that will 
be in the Narthex starting in December. If I get 
your names over the phone, I will put them on 
the board for you. Save the date!  
Alex Johnson   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Feed My Starving Children Picture from 2011 trip to 
FMSC. 

Marian Park Christmas Sharing  
 
Thank you St. Matthew UCC for your 
compassion and generosity!  Once again, 
you all went above and beyond to fulfill the 
Christmas wishes of 50 Marian Park family 
members and 30 senior citizens, along with 12 
family members from Bridge Community and 
World Relief. Your gifts were delivered this past 
Tuesday to many women, men and young chil-
dren. I wish we could have shared with you their 
smiles and deep appreciation. Because of your 
generous cash donations, St. Matthew was able 
to provide $45 food gift card to each family and 
$25 to each senior. Many thanks to all of you 
who delivered the gifts and to Andrea DiOrio, 
Joe Leinweber and Darcy Holland for their hard 
work to make this program work.  
 
Well done St. Matthew UCC 

Novel Approaches 
The novel to be approached in January is “The 19th 
Wife” by David Ebershoff.  In this book the author 
braids together two different books in one: a well-
written, well-researched historical novel about the first 
years of the Mormons; the other a gritty, modern mur-
der mystery set in a nightmare world which is unfortu-
nately real.  Together the two narratives form a very 
rich and timely portrait of polygamy. 
The Date: Friday, January 13, 2012 at 7:30pm 
The Place: The Mook’s, 1523 Surrey Drive in Wheaton 
Mark your calendars and plan to join us in the New 
Year for lively discussion, food and fellowship.  All are 
welcome! 
LOOKING AHEAD: “Mudbound” by Hilary Jordan- a 
superbly rendered depiction of the fury and terror 
wrought by racism.  (Publishers Weekly) 
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Christmas Cantata December 11, 2011  
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Congregational Life  
 
Saturday January 21, 2012 - 5:00 p.m. to 
7:00 p.m.   Annual Chili Cook-off - The sign 
up poster for the Annual Chili Cook-Off is 
now up in the narthex.  In addition to chili we 
need people to sign up to bring mac and 
cheese, corn bread or des-
sert.  Congregational Life will be providing 
the beverage and the fixings (onions, 
cheese, sour cream and crackers).   There 
will be a prize for the best chili and a prize 
for the best decorated table. Please plan on 
joining  us. 
 
February/March - Bags Tournament  - We 
are planning a Bags Tournament in late Feb-
ruary/early March.  So plan on joining us for 
fellowship and some friendly competi-
tion.  There will be separate divisions for 
children, youth and adults.  There will also 
be prizes for winners.  More details coming 
soon. 
_________________________________________ 
 
Also to all the folks who asked for the recipe for the 
cookies with the walnuts at the coffee hour on Sun-
day December 11, here it is.  These cookies were 
made by Michael Lindquist .  While it may be too 
late to make these for the holidays, there are always 
those Super Bowl parties. 

 
Club Cracker Cookies  

 
Ingredients 
1 roll of club crackers 1 stick of Imperial margarine 
1 stick of butter 1/2 cup of sugar 
1 package (6 oz.) walnut pieces 
 
1. Preheat over to 350 degrees. 
2. Spread crackers on a 10x15 jelly roll pan 
3. Bring butter, margarine and sugar to a rolling 
boil for 3 minutes 
4. Cover crackers with walnuts 
5. Pour mixture over crackers 
6. Bake for 10 minutes at 350 degrees 
Cool slightly.  Remove to wax paper. 

St. Matthew Creates 
Jesse Tree 

St. Matthew Annual Blood Drive! 
 
You can be a HERO!  Every 2 seconds, some-
one needs blood!  1 in 7 persons entering a 
hospital will need blood.  4.5 million patients 
need blood transfusions each year in the U.S. 
and Canada.  One pint of your donated blood 
can save 3 lives!  On Tuesday, January 10th, 
St. Matthew will host Hearland Blood Center 
in Dobstaff Hall from 3pm to 7pm.  Please 
consider being someone’s (or 3 someone’s) 
hero by signing up for your 20 minute time 
slot to give blood.  Donors need to be 17 years 
of age and in good health and weigh a mini-
mum of 110 pounds.  Sign u pin the Narthex, 
or call to church office at 630.665.1236 to 
schedule your time.  To say thank you, Ober-
weis Dairy is contributing a n$11 gift certifi-
cate to all donors.  So be a hero and save a life!   
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
 3  - Heather Madsen 
 4  - Darcy Holland  
 6  - Ruth Copeland 
     - David Schubert 
     - Pam Yakel 
 7  - David Biener 
     - Kate Hopkins 
 8  - Jon Breitfuss 
     - Gaye Justice 
 9  - Bill Matthei 
 10 – Christine Bailey 
 11 - Adam Trunkey 
 13 - Adam Justice 
      - Leah Kulczewski 
l5 - Linda Lellbach Dome 
      - Laurie Madsen 
 
   

ADULT EDUCATION CLASSES  
 
Dates: Sundays Jan. 8, 15, 22, 29 and Feb. 5 & 12 
Time: 8:30am - 9:15am 
Location: Parlor at St. Matthew 
Class: UCC Faith Practices, Playing and Living 
Joyfully 
 
About this Faith Practice: In today’s world, peo-
ple of all ages need to give themselves permission 
to play.  We believe God seeks to awaken a play-
ful spirit among us. We invite God into this proc-
ess as we seek recreation and re-creation.  While 
it can lead us into other things, play is inherently 
its own reward; the experience of playing and liv-
ing joyfully is - in its essence - pure hope, delight, 
celebration and song.  Playing and living joyfully 
moves beyond prescripted forms and places.  It 
includes ways of doing justice and moves us out-
side ourselves into sharing one with another.  Joy 
is contagious; come and play! 

Voice Highlights of November Council 
Meeting 11/17/11 
Council will be requesting that committee chairs 
turn in their proposed 2012 budgets shortly after 
their December meetings, since planning for the 
2012 budget will begin soon.  A meeting of the com-
mittee chairs is planned for 11/28/11. Each commit-
tee is reviewing its by-laws and any revisions will be 
turned in by early December.  The names of indi-
viduals who indicated an interest in committees on 
the Time & Talent sheets collected recently will be 
sent to committee chairs by early December.  The 
Congregational Life committee’s Progressive Dinner 
event was successful and well attended. Christian 
Education reported that the Confirmation kick-off 
meeting went well, and the Youth Sleep Out Satur-
day group raised about $1,000. Progress is being 
made on adding a cover to the church’s east en-
trance.  As of October 2011, the Treasurer’s report 
showed that total income from all sources is $39,635 
under budget with a year-to-date budget deficit of 

 17 – Dan Achammer 
      - Jim Fanning 
      - Jon Hall 
       - Glen Sorgatz  
       - Nicole Uhrig 
 18 – Bob Cooper 
       -Al Skwara 
 19 - Mike Justice 
       - Brian Raymond 
 20 – Rachel Schubert 
 22 - Mark Hutchison 
 23 – Jen Eugea 
 26 - David Hanna 
      - Bob Krause 
     - Ryan Phillips 
 27 - Noelle Peterson 
      -28 - Brian Nessel 
 31 - Ralph Menini 
      -   Ken Ridgway 
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Annual Meeting Schedule Change 
This year’s Annual Meeting will be on  
Sunday January 22, 2012 following the 
Sunday Service. 
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Four Sundays of Advent 
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Happy New Year 
From 

Children’s Ministry 

 
Pictures from left to right: M&M partners made a ginger  bread house at their holiday gathering, watching a Christmas movie 
in the new movie workshop, picking an ornament from the tree with a soldiers name to pray for over the advent season. 

 
Beginning January 8th – Keeping Sabbath 

 
Sabbath is an intentional time taken by individuals and faith communities to integrate the Divine with humanity 
and creation. Jesus models how to keep Sabbath both inwardly (through prayer, solitude, silence, and meditation) 
and outwardly (through communal ritual and acts of justice). Our inward movement toward a life centered in the 
Spirit indicates the reign of God within us. Jesus embodies the depth of Sabbath-keeping experiences through 
outward action to followers and to those he encounters who have specific needs. In Sunday school our classes 
and workshops will focus on different ways to practice the Sabbath, as shown to us by Jesus.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
   January Birthdays:  
   David Felsenthal  1/21 
 
       

Thank you to all who have helped make Children’s Ministry special for the children of St. Matthew. Your 
devotion never goes unnoticed by God, or by me. We are so blessed to have such a devoted group of volun-
teers.  Serving Together in Christ, Susan Wold 
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ACTUAL ACTUAL

CURRENT YEAR-TO- ANNUAL

MONTH DATE BUDGET

RECEIPTS:

General Fund Income 28,109    301,511  375,000  

Loose Offerings 306        5,498     8,000     

Rental Income 220        5,405     10,000    

Fund Raising -         -         10,000    

Investment Income (15)         447        1,600     

Investment Proceeds - More -         29,891    20,000    

Miscellaneous Income -         400        400        

TOTAL RECEIPTS 28,620    343,152  425,000  

EXPENDITURES:

Ministry 12,680    192,406  208,590  

Building 10,489    116,617  135,200  

Mortgage/Interest on Notes -         19,562    26,750    

Benevolence/Mission 3,790     14,040    18,000    

OCWM 1,900     9,050     10,000    

Christian Education 784        7,080     10,860    

Membership 47          2,221     5,500     

Stewardship -         100        900        

Music -         2,917     3,600     

Worship 286        2,672     2,600     

Congregational Life -         354        1,000     

Search -         206        2,000     

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 29,976    367,225  425,000  

SURPLUS / (DEFICIT) (1,356)$   (24,073)$ -$       

Please contact Karen Lindquist if you have questions or need additional information.

GENERAL OPERATING FUND
STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES

For the Period Ended November 30, 2011
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
9:30am  
Worship 

2 
 
9am This Old 
Church 
 
7pm Invest-
ment Club 

3 
 
 
 
7pm  
Membership 
Committee 

4 5 6 7 

8 
9:30am  
Worship Service 
of Remembrance 
 
10:30am  
Congregational 
Life Committee 

9 
 
 
 
 
7pm Worship 
Committee 

10 
 
Blood Drive 
3pm-7pm 

11 12 13 14 

15 
9:30am  
Worship, Bells 
Performing 
 
10:30am  
Memorial 
Committee 

16 
FEED MY 
STARVING 
CHILDREN 

17 18 19 20 21 
10am Worship 
Committee Un-
Decorating 
Sanctuary 
 
5pm Chili 
Cook-off 

22 
9:30am  
Worship 
 
Congregational 
Meeting 
 
February VOICE 
Deadline 

23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 
9:30am  
Worship 
 
 

30 31     

January 2012 
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ADDRESS 
SERVICE REQUESTED 

Our Purpose: 
Become, Live, and Serve as Disciples of Jesus 
Christ. 
Our Identity: 
No matter who you are or where you are on 
life’s journey, you are welcome and accepted 
here at St. Matthew United Church of Christ. 

NONPROFIT  ORG. 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Carol Steam IL 
Permit No. 6047 

 
St. Matthew United Church of Christ 
 
 (630) 665-1236 (Office) 
 (630) 665-1436 (Fax) 
 Office Email:  office@stmatthew-ucc.org 
Web Site:  www.stmatthew-ucc.org 
Office Hours:  
Monday-Thursday, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
 
Sunday Worship: 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday Church School: 10:00 a.m. 

 

Our Staff 
 
Rev. Thomas O’Connor, Interim Pastor 
pastor@stmatthew-ucc.org 
Susan Wold, Director of Children's Ministry 
susan@stmatthew-ucc.org 
Jamie Craig, Director of Music/ 
Choir Director 
jamie@stmatthew-ucc.org 
Brian Dobbelaere, Organist/Pianist 
brian@stmatthew-ucc.org 
Kim Congdon, Handbell Director 
KC@stmatthew-ucc.org 
Karen Lindquist, Business Manager 
events@stmatthew-ucc.org 
Mary Lee Banie, Administrative Assistant 
office@stmatthew-ucc.org 
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